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The Nexus of Teaching and Research: Evidence and Insights from the Literature 
provides a high-level review of the existing literature on the connection between 
teaching and research and provides recommendations for next steps and future 
research options for the Higher Education Quality Council of Ontario (HEQCO). 

This paper demonstrates that there is little overall agreement regarding the relationship 
between teaching and research. The bulk of research suggests that there is little 
empirical evidence to support an inherent positive relationship between research activity 
and high quality teaching. 

However, the research does indicate that there is a role for institutions and 
governments to actively encourage postsecondary instructors to make positive links 
between their research and teaching. The paper recommends more research and 
stakeholder dialogue to determine the best ways to ensure beneficial teaching and 
research linkages. 
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